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Our journey together began 46 years ago in a Psychology class in Solberg Hall at SDSU. 

The professor sat students in alphabetical order; Rounds and VanderWal were next to each other.

That led to marriage, three children and a business that we’ve operated in Brookings ever since. We worked 
hard, and felt it was important to give back to the university that was responsible for our life together. That 
took the form of projects that Rounds Construction built on campus, and financial support to scholarships 
and Jackrabbit athletics.

Three years ago, we began our estate planning with Marc Littlecott, the Director of Gift Planning for the SDSU 
Foundation. It was an invigorating process; it gave us an opportunity to dream about the kind of legacy we 
wanted to leave. 

Ultimately, we were able to achieve every goal with a plan for current and deferred gifts through the transfer 
of taxable assets and investments. Through a “give it twice” concept, we created an inheritance for our family, 
support for several non-SDSU charitable organizations, and a substantial legacy gift to our alma mater.

We are honored to serve as the first chairs of the Sylvan Circle, the legacy society for SDSU that includes 
more than 900 individuals and couples who have included the university in their estate plans.

In this Sylvan Circle magazine, you will read the stories of others who have made their legacy gift to SDSU 
by working with family, a trusted financial adviser and the SDSU Foundation staff.  While their interests and 
motivations may be different, all are making a lasting impact on this university.

We are very grateful and feel blessed to have worked with the SDSU Foundation. We encourage others to try 
it -- regardless of their age.

With deepest gratitude,

Keith and Cathy Rounds
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was in my dorm room, 
Matthews Hall room 351 
talking to my parents, 
letting them know I didn’t 
know if college was right 
for me. They said I was in 
a good place and I needed 
to see it out.”

Scott’s glad he followed 
their advice. “In order to 
have the career I have 
today, the foundation 
I have in Economics is 
critical.”

To keep the family farm 
afloat, both of his parents 
worked. His dad, Tom, 
taught high school 
agriculture education 
classes and his mom, 
Carol, was an elementary 
school teacher. “I’m from a 
strong family of educators. 
Education is still very 
important to our family,” 
Scott said.

In addition to helping 
finance college for their 
own children, Scott said 
he and Karla believe 
they should also provide 
opportunities for student 

athletes today, as well as 
in the future through their 
estate plan.

“Sure, we have financial 
demands of family and 

The Dagel Family Supports

putting multiple kids 
through school, but 
by working with Marc 
Littlecott and the Planned 
Giving team, we received 
information and options 

By Lura Roti

Student Athletes
Jackrabbit football and 
basketball games are 
events the Dagel family 
enjoy together. Scott, Karla 
and their twins, Joe and 
Hattie, pile into the car and 
head to Brookings where 
the season ticket holders 
meet up with their current 
SDSU students Jackson 
and Anna. Sometimes, 
even their oldest Sarah, 
drives up from Omaha.

“I like reuniting with 
other alumni and college 
friends,” said Scott, a 
1988 Economics graduate 
who works as a certified 
financial advisor and 
planner in Watertown, SD. 

“Although I’m not a 
graduate, I look forward to 
SDSU games just as much 
as the rest of my family,” 
Karla explained.

In addition to cheering 
for Jackrabbit athletes 
from the bleachers, Scott 
and Karla support them 
financially. They make 
annual contributions to 
the Jackrabbit Club and 
made Jackrabbit Athletics 
a beneficiary of Scott’s IRA. 

“Supporting these athletes 
financially was an easy 
decision because we 
respect their commitment 
and dedication,” Scott said. 

“They are top-shelf, 
Division 1 athletes who 
are extremely competitive 
on the field or court, as 
well as academically 
successful.”

Whether as a spectator or 
participant, athletics have 
always been something 
Scott enjoyed. Growing 
up in rural South Dakota, 
he spent his summers 
doing farm work and 
playing softball. He played 
basketball, football and 
track for Waverly High 
School. Not ready to give 
up athletics when he 
enrolled at SDSU, Scott 
played intramural football. 

Scott explained he 
was familiar with the 
university because both 
of his parents are alumni. 
Growing up on a farm, 
initially, he planned to 
pursue an agriculture-
related degree. In fact, 
the first semester of his 
freshman year, he even 
considered quitting school 
and heading home. But 
times were tough on the 
farm in the mid-80s, so 
his parents encouraged 
him to stay in school and 
pursue another one of his 
interests – economics. 

“I remember that 
conversation vividly. I 
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Unlike the typical 
retirement gift, the one 
given in 1993 to honor 
Professor Emeritus Paul 
Witherington keeps 
on giving – thanks to a 
charitable gift annuity.

The annual Paul 
Witherington Creative 
Writing Contest was 
established by his 
graduate students in 
recognition of Paul’s 22 
years of teaching English 
at SDSU. The contest 
is designed to motivate 
youth to explore creative 
writing. 

“I can’t imagine a world 
without informed writers 
and attentive readers. 
I am honored by their 
gift, and as a winner of a 
writing contest myself, 
I understand how such 
awards can motivate 
young students,” explained 
Paul, who won a campus-
wide short story contest 
as a college junior in 1953 
and went on to become a 
prolific writer, publishing 
more than 40 short stories.  

After years of having the 
contest only funded for 
one year at a time, Paul 
and his wife, Gay, decided 

that empowered us to 
act on a strategy that is 
right for our family and 
allows us to incorporate 
SDSU athletics within 
the context of our estate 
plan,” explained Scott, 
who is familiar with the 
process because he helps 
his own clients with their 
estate plans. “I appreciate 
the process – more 
importantly, I’m excited 
about the outcome.”

The Dagels are motivated 
by the fact their dollars 
help ensure finances 
don’t stand in the way 
of a student athlete 
completing their degree.

“Some of the dollars we 
give go to scholarships. 
Financial resources should 
not be a roadblock to 
receiving an education,” 
Scott said. “Because of 
the farm economy, things 

were tough financially 
for my family when I was 
in school, so if it wasn’t 
for the financial help I 
received, I know I couldn’t 
have made it through.”

As a member of the SDSU 
Foundation Council of 
Trustees, Scott hears 
similar testimonials from 
students. “I get to see 
many ways the dollars 
given to the university, 

have a positive impact on 
students today.” 

To date, all of Scott and 
Karla’s children chose 
SDSU. “Of course, they 
had the choice to go 
somewhere else, but I’m 
proud they chose SDSU. 
We believe in everything 
happening at SDSU. 
We trust SDSU with our 
children and our finances,” 
Scott said.

“Supporting these athletes financially was an easy decision because we respect their 
commitment and dedication. They are top-shelf, Division 1 athletes who are extremely 

competitive on the field or court, as well as academically successful.” - Scott Dagel

By Lura Roti

Endowed Contest EncouragesCreative Writers
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to endow the contest 
through charitable gift 
annuities in each of their 
names. In return for the 
gift of appreciated stock, 
the SDSU Foundation 
pays the Witheringtons 
a fixed income for their 
lives. After they pass away, 
the remainder of the 
charitable gift annuities 
will fully endow the 
contest in perpetuity.

“The SDSU Foundation 
staff have been very 
helpful, good to work with 
and keep us informed 
on how the contest 
goes. The endowment is 
continuing to grow,” said 
Gay, who manages the 
family finances. After a lot 

of research, she chose to 
give through a charitable 
gift annuity because of the 
tax benefits and the fact 
the couple has access to 
funds if they need them. 
However, at this point, 
the Witheringtons’ gift the 
annuity right back to the 
university.

“This way we can give 
every year, but if we 
should need the money 
for health issues or other 
unexpected things, we 
can use the income,” she 
explained.

Fulfilling careers 
remembered
SDSU English Department 
was the fourth Paul taught 
for, and his favorite. “It was 

a congenial atmosphere, 
with some of the best and 
most committed teachers 
I’ve ever known. I found 
a significant number of 
SDSU students who valued 
the importance of writing,” 
Paul recalled.

Although not every 
student entered his 
classroom with strong 
writing skills, he said 
because of their dedicated 
efforts, they made 
progress. 

“I’ve learned the best 
writing – whether fiction 
or non-fiction – always 
involves a kind of self-
discovery. I value those 
who take time to go 
beyond tweets and other 

ephemeral postings,” 
Paul explained, as the 
reason he feels strongly 
about supporting the 
contest which perpetuates 
his teaching legacy by 
inspiring South Dakota 
youth to practice creative 
writing. 

Gay also recalled fond 
memories of her time 
and experiences at SDSU 
where she launched her 
career in psychology and 
counseling. Gay had been 
pursuing a master’s degree 
from University of Pacific 
when Paul accepted the 
position with SDSU’s 
English Department, 
so she completed her 
Master’s in Education in 

Counseling Psychology at 
SDSU.

Gay was impressed with 
the graduate training 
she received at SDSU, 
noting that before 
SDSU, all her training 
had been academic. 
Whereas at SDSU, Orv 
Schmieding and other 
faculty encouraged her to 
engage in self-reflection 
and participate in group 
counseling sessions to 
gain experience. At that 
time, Orv Schmieding 
was the Supervisor of the 
Counseling and Guidance 
Graduate Program at 
SDSU.

“I knew I wanted to be 
a psychologist and do 
counseling from the 
time I was very young. 
Orv Schmieding had 
so much knowledge 

and encouraged us to 
get to know ourselves 
and practice active 
listening. I felt like I was 
really prepared to be a 
counselor,” Gay said.

Once she received her 
master’s, Gay taught 
courses within continuing 
education at SDSU and 
worked as a counselor 

for the Women’s Center 
in Brookings. After Paul’s 
retirement, the couple 
moved to Arizona, where 
Gay continued teaching 
psychology classes for 
Prescott College. 

Each year, Gay makes a 
gift to support the Orville 
and Trudy Schmieding 
Scholarship in Education 
and Human Sciences. 

“I think it is very important to give and support what you believe in. 
South Dakota and SDSU gave us a lot.” - Gay Witherington

11

By contributing to the 
scholarship and endowing 
the contest, she and Paul 
invest in a legacy which 
honors the impact SDSU 
had on the careers they 
loved.

“I think it is very important 
to give and support what 
you believe in. South 
Dakota and SDSU gave us 
a lot,” Gay said. 

“I can’t imagine a world without informed writers 
and attentive readers." - Paul Witherington
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equally important to their 
career success. This belief 
is reflected in the Kubly 
Excel Through Involvement 
Scholarship. They began 
funding the scholarship 
in 1997, the year Andrew 
graduated.

“As a student, leadership 
and involvement in 
an organization lays a 
foundation for future 
growth. The sooner you 
can take advantage of 
leadership experiences, 
the more you learn and 
grow,” explained Andrew, 
the CFO of HRST Inc. a 
Minnesota-based company 
that provides power plant 
boiler technical service and 
products. 

Their scholarship supports 
mechanical engineering 
and pharmacy students 
who are involved in non-
major related activities.

“It’s our philosophy that 
grades are not the most 
important thing,” explained 
Andrew, who credits the 
Briggs Scholarship with his 
ability to graduate debt-
free.

“We wanted to create 
something that would 
encourage students to 

get involved early in their 
college experience,” added 
Janet, the Pharmacy 
Supervisor for Pediatric 
Critical Care at the 
University of Minnesota 
Masonic Children’s 
Hospital. 

Janet explained that in 
addition to leadership and 

communication skills, 
her involvement in the 
University Lutheran Center 
impacted her philosophy 
on giving back. “It really 
shaped my worldview and 
contributed to my goal of 
being generous.” 

To ensure the scholarship 
would live on after they 

More than a number. That’s 
the reason Andrew and 
Janet “Foltz” Kubly decided 
to attend SDSU instead of 
larger universities in their 
home states of Minnesota 
and Iowa.

And it proved to be the 
right decision for the 
mechanical engineer and 
pharmacist. 

As SDSU students, both 
were actively involved in 
extra-curricular campus 
activities. Andrew served 
as Student Association 
Financial Chair and 
Senator for the College 

of Engineering, as well 
as Chapter President of 
the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers. 
Janet served as Student 
Association Senator for the 
College of Pharmacy and 
was actively involved in the 
University Lutheran Center, 
serving as a Peer Minister 
and helping organize 
several mission trips.  

While academic 
achievement and high-
grade point averages were 
important to their areas of 
study and career future, the 
couple agree involvement 
outside of class was 

is Part of
By Lura Roti

“It is satisfying to get to this point. This was our initial goal, to have the 
scholarship support students from both colleges each year.” - Janet Kubly

Giving Back
is Part of  Their Plan
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When Frank Denholm 
gifted his family’s farm 
to McCrory Gardens and 
South Dakota Agricultural 
Heritage Museum at 

SDSU, the resulting 
endowments ensure the 
Denholm legacy will live 
on.

Gift Guarantees Family

Lives On

Frank Denholm lived a 
remarkable and full 92 
years. Married to his 
beloved wife, Mildred, for 
more than 60 years, the 
couple had a passion for 
serving their community. 
A 1956 SDSU political 
science graduate, 
Denholm served as an 
FBI Special Agent, as Day 
County Sheriff, and in the 
U.S. Congress.  He served 
as a trial lawyer, practicing 
law in Brookings for more 
than 50 years, and as a 
public auctioneer and 
farmer.

The foundation of 
Denholm’s incredible life 
was deeply rooted in The 
Homestead, the name 
his family affectionately 
used for the land Frank’s 
dad, John J. Denholm, 
homesteaded in western 
Day County. Although 
John acquired more 
farmland, it was The 
Homestead he was able 
to hang on to during 
the worst years of the 
Depression. 

“The Homestead was the 
pride and joy of my father,” 
Denholm wrote in 2008.

By Lura Roti

are gone, the couple 
made SDSU an heir of 
their estate. “Because 
we both benefited 
from scholarships, our 
scholarship is an important 
way for us to give back,” 
Janet said.

Even though the couple is 
only in their 40s, because 
they started giving back 
right out of college, their 
scholarship fund has grown 
to provide two scholarships 
annually. “It is satisfying 

to get to this point. This 
was our initial goal, to 
have the scholarship 
support students from both 
colleges each year,” Janet 
said.

In fact, since the start of 
their professional careers, 
giving back has been part 
of their monthly budget. 

“We have a future-
orientated mindset when it 
comes to giving. Before we 
spend money on anything 

else, we save for retirement 
and we save for giving,” said 
Andrew of the money set 
aside each month for their 
church and SDSU.

As parents, the Kubly’s 
enjoy sharing their 
enthusiasm for giving with 
their children, Joseph and 
Avery. “I love getting notes 
from students sharing how 
the scholarship impacted 
them and how they 
appreciate the support of 
the funds,” Janet said. 

Not wanting to draw 
attention to themselves as 
donors, the couple waited 
several years before they 
discussed their estate 
plan with the Gift Planning 
team. However, after 
meeting with Gift Planning 
Officer Ned Gavlick, 
Andrew said they can rest 
assured their intent is 
protected.

“Even though our will 
specifies how we want the 
estate funds allocated, 
after our discussion 
with Ned, we know our 
wishes will be carried out 
without confusion when 
a check arrives from the 
Kubly Estate. The SDSU 
Foundation knows exactly 
where we want our gift to 
go.”

“Because we both benefited from scholarships, our scholarship is 
an important way for us to give back.” - Janet Kubly

Lives OnLegacy
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To honor the memory of 
his father, the land that 
three generations of 
Denholm’s farmed, and 
secure his and Mildred’s 
legacy of service, in 2008 
Denholm made an estate 
gift of The Homestead 
to the South Dakota 
Agricultural Heritage 
Museum and McCrory 
Gardens. 

“My father was a great 
advocate for State and 
worked closely with the 
Extension Service … he 
urged all (his children) to 
attend South Dakota State 
College,” wrote Denholm 
at the time he formalized 
the gift to SDSU. “SDSU 

was a major component of 
the whole that molded the 
foundation for (my) life.” 

Following Denholm’s 
instructions, upon his 
2016 death, the SDSU 
Foundation sold the 320 
acres of farmland. The 
resulting endowments 
will provide significant 
funds annually to the 
South Dakota Agricultural 
Heritage Museum and 
McCrory Gardens.

“This gift allows us to 
dream,” explained Lisa 
Marotz, Director of 
Operations for McCrory 
Gardens, SDSU’s botanical 
gardens and arboretum 
located on 70 acres of land 

on the northeast corner of 
campus. 

Open to students, faculty 
and the general public, 
McCrory Gardens works 
to connect people and 
plants through education, 
research, discovery and 
enjoyment of the natural 
and built landscape. 

With the intent that 50 
percent of his overall gift 
would be used to enhance 
the mission of McCrory 
Gardens, Denholm worked 
with SDSU Foundation’s 
Jeff Nelson. “As a 
lawyer, he understood 
the importance of 
working with the SDSU 
Foundation to document 

his intentions,” explained 
Steve Erpenbach, 
President and CEO 
of SDSU Foundation. 
“Following through and 
investing dollars the way 
a donor directed us is 
the most important thing 
we do with a donor’s gift, 
whether it is $100 or $1 
million.”

Marotz said the annual 
gift may be used to fund 
educational programming 
or enrichment projects, 
like building a canopy walk 
so visitors can walk among 
the treetops. “University 
faculty and McCrory staff 
are constantly coming 
up with new ideas to 
enhance our mission. But 

everything takes money. 
Now we have funds to 
bring ideas to fruition,” she 
said. Each year, McCrory 
Gardens rents greenhouse 
space from the 
Department of Agronomy, 
Horticulture and Plant 
Science to start the more 
than 60,000 annuals 
they plant each spring. 
Denholm’s endowment 
might help with that.

“The perpetual nature of 
the Denholm gift provides 
a foundation we can dig 
our roots into,” Marotz 
explained.

Gwen McCausland, 
Director of South Dakota 
Agricultural Heritage 
Museum agreed. “His 
donation of land benefits 
visitors to our museum 
today, and because it’s a 
lasting endowment, we 

can count on it for years 
and generations to come.” 

Denholm’s instructions 
also indicate 50 percent 
of the overall gift be given 
in his father’s name to 
further the mission of the 
South Dakota Agricultural 
Heritage Museum, which is 
to inspire a passion for the 
diverse history, culture and 
science of agriculture in 
South Dakota. 

“SDSU was a major component of the whole that molded 
the foundation for (my) life." - Frank Denholm, 2008

Whether the annual 
gift funds new exhibits 
or conservation and 
preservation of the 
museum’s extensive 
collection – which ranges 
from conventional tractors 
and rare, farmer-built 
machinery to household 
items that documents 
rural life in South Dakota 
– McCausland said it 
aids in preservation of 
South Dakota’s agriculture 

heritage as well as the 
Denholm legacy.

“We know what this 
land meant to Frank, 
his dad and his family,” 
McCausland said. “One 
never knows if land will 
stay in a family. Because of 
this gift, John Denholm’s 
legacy as a South Dakota 
homesteader and farmer 
will live on.”

“This gift allows us to dream.” - Lisa Marotz,  
Director of Operations for McCrory Gardens



SOUTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY FOUNDATION THE SYLVAN CIRCLE  |  2019 1918

depends on good 
leadership and SDSU 
is building leaders for 
agriculture.” 

Developing young leaders 
became a focus for Heller 
during the 10 years he put 
his agriculture education 
degree to work teaching 
rural youth about the 
science of agriculture and 
helping them develop their 
leadership skills as a high 
school FFA Advisor. “The 
most rewarding part of 
teaching was to see young 
people begin to reach their 
potential when they were 
exposed to opportunities 
to develop their leadership 
and technical skills,” Heller 
said of FFA, the hands-
on leadership program 
designed to serve students 
enrolled in agriculture 
classes. 

Heller quit teaching when 
he purchased his Renville 
County Minnesota farm 
in 1962, but he never 
quit educating. He found 

himself leading seminars 
for farmers as part of 
the farm management 
and real estate business 
he started. Even today, 

Heller continues to lead 
informational seminars 
for his clients and the 
employee team of Heller 
Group Land Company.

Everything has a season. 
When it was time for 
Roger Heller to retire 
from farming, the 88-year-
old donated a portion of 
his farm equipment to a 
charitable trust to benefit 
his family, SDSU and 
another charity. 

“Retiring from farming was 
something I did with mixed 
emotions because farming 
has been a part of my life 
for a long time,” explained 
Heller, who grew up on a 
farm near Revillo, South 
Dakota. “I love to grow 
things and enjoyed the 
challenges that farming 
brings.” 

Passionate about farming 
and the people involved 
in agriculture, Heller said 
although the decision 
to retire was a difficult 
one, the fact that funds 
from the sale of his farm 
equipment will benefit 
students who are the next 
generation of farmers, 
ranchers and agribusiness 
professionals, makes him 
feel good. “I think it is a 
natural fit that these funds 
go to benefit SDSU,” said 
Heller, a 1953 graduate. “I 
see a tremendous need 
for strong leadership in 
rural America. The future 
of rural communities, their 
schools and churches, 

Farm Machinery
By Lura Roti

Yields

“I have followed the agriculture programming at SDSU in recent years. I met 
President Dunn and I am impressed with the things happening on campus, like 
the Raven Precision Agriculture Center.” - Roger Heller
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Tax-exempt asset sale
Heller began giving back 
to SDSU several years 
ago, funding scholarships 
for students pursuing 
agriculture education 
degrees. 

“I have followed the 
agriculture programming 
at SDSU in recent years. 
I met President Dunn 
and I am impressed with 
the things happening on 
campus, like the Raven 
Precision Agriculture 
Center,” Heller said. 

When he knew he would 
be retiring from farming 
and would no longer need 
his machinery, he worked 
with Marc Littlecott, 
Director of Gift Planning, 
to put together a Rawhide 
Trust. 

A version of the more 
commonly known 

Charitable Remainder 
Trust, Rawhide Trusts are 
tax exempt and need to 
be established prior to the 
sale of tangible property 
like machinery, grain or 
livestock. The trust allows 
donors to avoid otherwise 
taxable income upon the 
sale of these assets and 
receive an annual income 
based on a percentage of 
the overall gift. 

Once Heller donated a 
portion of his machinery to 
the Rawhide Trust, he then 

Land Legacy
Jackrabbits
The land is your legacy.   
SDSU understands that because it’s our legacy too.

“The university’s mission as an 1862 land-grant 

institution remains the same,” said Dr. Barry H. 

Dunn, SDSU’s 20th President. “To be a beacon of 

opportunity, providing access to higher education, 

championing the creation of knowledge and 

understanding, and continuously expanding the 

university’s reach. It starts with the land.”

By partnering with SDSU through the Jackrabbits 

Land Legacy, you can make gifts of land, grain, 

machinery, and other property to support 

scholarships, research, athletics, and academic 

programs in areas most important to you. 

SDSU alumni and friends have already taken the 

steps to gift their ownership of property in a variety 

of ways that will impact future generations of 

Jackrabbits.

1.	 You transfer cash or assets to fund a charitable remainder unitrust.
2.	 The trust will then sell the assets tax-free.
3.	 The trust is invested to pay income to you or any other trust 

beneficiaries you select based on a life, lives, a term of up to 20 
years or a life plus a term of up to 20 years.

4.	 In most cases, you receive an income tax deduction in the year you 
transfer assets to the trust.

5.	 SDSU benefits from what remains in the trust after all the trust 
payments have been made.

Rawhide Trust

Gift of assets

Income +  
deduction

Remainder to the 
SDSU Foundation

DONOR

auctioned the machinery, 
selling it tax-free. The 
proceeds are now working 
for him and his family for 
a selected term of years. 
Upon the end of the trust 
term, the remainder will 
go to support SDSU and 
another charity. 

“I like to work with donors 
early in the discussion to 
maximize their intended 
gift outcomes,” Littlecott 
explained. “Because we 
worked with Roger early, 
before he retired, and 

before the farm machinery 
auction, together we 
developed a plan that 
provides he and his family 
with a generous retirement 
income and allows him to 
positively impact causes 
that matter to him.”

Heller agreed. “This is a 
good use of the equipment 
we used and don’t need 
any more. Anything I can 
do to encourage young 
men and women to stay 
in school and get their 
degrees, I want to do.”

Charitable Remainder Trust funded with Tangible Personal Property
How does a charitable remainder trust work? 
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grandparents, they too 
could be Jackrabbits. 

A 1969 SDSU masters 
of journalism graduate, 
Nelson’s storytelling ability 
comes up time and again, 
as his children, friends and 
colleagues reflect on his 
SDSU legacy. “He loved 
writing and telling the 
story of donors,” said Lucy 
Forman, Vice President 
for Donor Relations for 
the SDSU Foundation. “He 
would always dig deep 
to find out what donors 
were passionate about. 
Then, he would help 
connect donors with ways 
their gifts could make a 
difference to the future of 
SDSU.”

 Former colleagues said 
Jeff was a trailblazer in 
the area of gift planning. 
Nelson worked to change 

the SDSU Foundation’s 
culture to expand donor 
options beyond phone-
a-thons and current 
giving, to estate planning 
that provides donors 
with more options. “He 
changed the culture of 
fundraising at SDSU,” said 
David Marquardt, past 
President and CEO of 

SDSU Foundation. “Before 
Jeff, planned giving was 
not a part of fundraising 
at SDSU.” To this day, the 
SDSU Foundation receives 
substantial gifts – many 
that are six-or-seven 
figures  –from estate gifts 
that Nelson helped donors 
establish.  

A born communicator, 
Nelson’s ready smile and 
sincere interest in others 
helped him build strong 
relationships with donors, 
explained long-time friend, 
Jim Woster. “Jeff had the 
ability to make people feel 
comfortable. He asked the 
right questions to help 
donors decide how they 

Storyteller, Father & SDSU Friend, Reflecting
A “job of a lifetime,” are the 
words Trudy Billion uses 
to sum up how her dad, 
Jeff Nelson, felt about his 
29-year career with SDSU 
Foundation.

“Not everyone has the 
opportunity to live out a 
career they are passionate 
about. For my dad, SDSU 
was a place he loved and 
loved working for,” said 
Billion of Nelson’s work 
as Senior Director of Gift 
Planning with the SDSU  
Foundation. “My dad was 
a people-person, which is 
part of the reason he loved 
his job so much. It was 
people-focused.” 

Nelson’s love of sharing 
donors’ SDSU stories 
is the other reason, 
explained Billion. “My dad 
loved telling a good story. 
He’d come home from 
work and tell us about 
donors he met with. He’d 
tell us about what they 
studied at State and what 
they loved about their 
career, and the impact 
they made on the world 
and SDSU.”

Nelson also enjoyed 
sharing stories of his 
days as a student and 
reminding his daughters 
that like their parents and 

on Jeff Nelson’s Legacy

By Lura Roti

“Talk about leaving a legacy that is going to be here for generations 
of grandchildren – that’s what Jeff did.” - David Marquardt
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wanted to give, ‘what do 
you hope to accomplish 
with your estate, or quarter 
of land or tractor?’ He 
always made sure the 
needs of the donor he was 
working with were at the 
forefront.’” 

Throughout his career, 
Nelson built many long-
lasting friendships. “He 
loved his co-workers 
and he loved the donors. 
They felt like they were 
an extension of our family 
and we felt adopted into 
theirs’ as well. Going to 
the alumni tent (during 
SDSU football tailgating) 
meant we would be there 
for a while because my 

dad knew everyone and 
he loved reconnecting,” 
Billion said. 

Although he loved his 
work, and worked a 
lot, Billion said her dad 
always made time for 
family. “My dad was just 
the best. He made our 
lives so much fun,” she 
said of herself and her 
sister, Nicole Hempel and 
their mom, Joan, now 
deceased. “I learned a lot 
from him about balance. 
He took time each day 
to reconnect with us 
kids and mom. He would 
come home from work, 
change and shoot hoops, 
play tennis or take us 

swimming. He was not 
only a ton of fun, he always 
believed in us. He was a 
good listener. One thing 
I miss the most is his 
advice.”

As an adult, Billion said 
family time often included 
SDSU football. “Dad’s main 
passion was SDSU football. 
He passed away from 
Alzheimer’s, but even in 
the last couple years of his 
life, we could always talk 
about SDSU football and 
attend games together.”

To honor Nelson’s legacy, 
his brother, Barry, a 1964 
SDSU journalism graduate, 
and sister-in-law, Heather, 

established a memorial 
fund in Nelson’s name 
to support programming 
for students interested in 
investigative journalism. 
To the donors and SDSU 
Foundation Nelson also 
considered family, he will 
not be forgotten. Because 
of the planning work 
he did to help donors 
make beneficial gifts to 
the areas of SDSU they 
were most passionate 
about, generations of 
Jackrabbits will benefit. 
As Marquardt explained, 
“Talk about leaving a 
legacy that is going to be 
here for generations of 
grandchildren – that’s what 
Jeff did.”

“Not everyone has the opportunity to live out a career 
they are passionate about. For my dad, SDSU was a 
place he loved and loved working for.” - Trudy Billion

AREAS TO IMPACT
OUR PEOPLE
Support to our students and 
faculty provides academic 
excellence, a well-rounded 
experience, and will prepare 
graduates for careers to 
address our economy’s 
workforce needs.
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OUR PLACES
Investing in our places 
promotes excellence, supports 
research and innovation, and 
preserves historic features of 
the university. 

OUR TRADITIONS
Our unique traditions and programs provide a 
deep and lifelong loyalty to SDSU.

OUR INNOVATIONS
Our innovations will shape 
the future of SDSU.
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HISTORY

Founded in 

2000

SYLVAN CIRCLE 
SOCIETY

The recognition society takes its name from 
the Coolidge Sylvan Theatre, a treasured 
landmark on the west side of campus along 
Medary Avenue. 

Ada B. Caldwell, an art professor, designed 
the theatre. Commencement ceremonies 
were held at the Sylvan Theatre until 1973. 
Today it is used for President inaugurations, 
plays and outdoor celebrations.

The Sylvan Circle Society honors 
alumni and friends who make a 
commitment to the future support 
of SDSU through planned and 
deferred gifts to the university. 

i{ }

Coolidge Sylvan Theatre was dedicated by President Calvin Coolidge on 
September 10, 1927. Calvin Coolidge is the only U.S. President to visit the university.

MEMBERS

1199
34 10572

AGE OF 
YOUNGEST 

MEMBER

AGE OF 
OLDEST 

MEMBER
AVERAGE 

AGE

THE IMPACT

ALUMNI MEMBERS BY COLLEGE
College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences

College of Agriculture, Food and Environmental Sciences

College of Pharmacy and Allied Health Professions

College of Education and Human Sciences

College of Nursing

Jerome J. Lohr College of Engineering 

Graduate School

177

28

146

92

129

38

155

34

College of Natural Sciences

MEMBERSHIP GROWTH
The Sylvan Circle Society 
welcomed 120 new members 
in the past two years.

OF OUR 867 LIVING MEMBERS:

FACULTY AND STAFF
86

FRIENDS OF SDSU
314

INDIVIDUAL 
MEMBERS

Through conversations with our gift planning team, we 
can ensure that your legacy gift will be used to impact 
the areas of SDSU that you care most about.

Since the last printing of this publication two years ago, 
our gift planning office has coordinated gifts to impact 
the following areas:

Living members are represented in 44 states

Other
12

Endowed Faculty 
Positions

4

Scholarships
63

Athletics
8Academic 

Programs
32General 

Endowment
14

Sylvan Circle gifts include a bequest in a will or a revocable living trust, 
designation as a beneficiary in an insurance policy or retirement plan, a 
life income agreement or a life estate gift of a residence or farm property. 
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Brian C. and Denise M. Aamlid
Joseph M. and Carol Abernathy
Barbara K. Adams-Bleth
Mary Adams
James H. and Ruth A. Alexander
Dorothy H. Alger
John S. and Catherine L. Allan
Norman R. Allstot
Gene M. and Marian Amdahl
Carol E. Anderson
David B. and Carol A. Anderson
James H. Anderson
Sidney E. and Esther M. Anderson
Troy Lee Anderson
Willard E. Anderson
Mary Arnold
Ezward Bachand Jr. and  

Loretta Bachand
Doris E. Baddeley
Gladys Bahnson
Janet G. Baird
John C. Ballard
Elizabeth C. and  

Richard R. Balsbaugh

Brad R. and Dawn R. Bargmann
Brent L. Bargmann
Marian A. Barnes
Donald V. Barnett
Keith A. and Glynn E. Bartels
Emery W. Bartle
Robert and Jean Bartling
Thomas J. Batcheller
Vernon E. and Delores Bau
Darrell D. Bauder
Doug and Peg Becker
Richard A. Behm
Rodney E. and Fayne D. Bell
Lois C. Bellows
Alan R. and Carol E. Bender
Don and Carol J. Bender
Betty Bennett
Lawrence A. Benson
Ralph A. Benson
Owen G. Benthin
Clayton Berg
George E. Berg
Sherwood O. and Elizabeth H. Berg

Scott J. and Jessie L. Bergman
Shirley and Jerry Bergum
Doug N. and Lana Berkland
Elizabeth Speckels Berman
Ed and Jennifer J. Bick
Mary Bickford
Cheryl A. Biegler
Claire E. and Mary M. Bierschbach
Dennis H. and Dorothy D. Bietz
Keith J. and Kathy Biever
Lucyle F. Billam
John R. and Doris M. Billington
Joye Ann Billow
Bob and Midge Binnewies
Harry L. and Mardella I. Birath
Darrel C. and Peggy Bjornson
Francis M. and Beverly A. Blaze
Charles H. and Kathryn Blazey
Greg and Ellen Boekelheide
Norma M. Boetel
Gordon W. and Lynn C. Boldt
Donald A. and Susan Bong
Carl and Harriet Bonhorst

Joseph J. and  
Coral C. Bonnemann

Irdene Bonzer
Loren J. and Deanna V. Boone
Robert J. and Linda L. Bork
Carroll R. Borland
Craig D. Bortnem
Isla M. Bortnem
James V. Boyd
K.A. and Diane Boyle
Kevin S. Brady
Verne D. and Debbie L. Brakke
Edith J. Braun
Ralph L. and Betty Braun
Hilton M. Briggs
Darwin G. and JoAnn Britzman
Steve W. and Jean Brockmueller
Curtis D. and Phyllis E. Brudos
Ryan L. and Whitney A. Brunner
Betty B. Buckley
Marlys D. Bunde
Donald O. and Margery Bunkers
Virginia Bunkers-Ford

William R. Burkhart
Robert W. and Linnell Busby
Jerry W. and Sharon Busick
Ortwin K. Buss
Robert P. Byers
Carrol O. and Janice M. Calkins
L. Janice Calvert
Nelda A. Campbell-Briggs
Terry F. and Sharon Casey
David P. and Janet Casper
Lois A. Casperson
Chuck and Mary Cecil
Arnold C. Cerny
Al and Dorothy Cerny
Richard L. and  

Marilyn J. Chapman
Candace Charity and  

Keith Whitaker
Jason E. and Amy E. Chase
Thomas R. Chase
Errol P. EerNisse and  

Sonja Chesley
Tom and Karen Chester
Marcia K. and David L. Chicoine
Cody J. and Mary A. Christensen
James L. Christensen
Larry L. Christensen
Marlyn K. and  

Corinne J. Christensen
Chris and Marian Christopherson

Reid A. and  
Ruth A. Christopherson

Barbara L. and William Christwitz
Leo R. Clarin
Lester A. and Charlotte C. Clarke
Dean C. and Judy Coddington
Richard A. and  

Eleanor J. Coddington
Zora Colburn
Jean E. Collins
Ronald J. and Rachel Conkling
Barbara J. Conroy
Sam M. Cordes and  

Patricia Brown Cordes
Lonita Gustad Corothers
Marshall U. Costantino
Gloria P. Craig
James W. Crothers
Edward S. and Caryl R. Crozier
Cynthia K. Curtis
Scott R. and Karla Dagel
Jackie D. Dahl
Leonard S. and Joanne K. Dankey
Lloyd and Maxine Darnall
S. K. Dash
Arthur H. and Florence Davis
Bette K. Davis
Delores Dawley
Richard A. and Mildred R. Day
Wendell J. and Marjorie J. DeBoer

Delwyn and Ramona A. Dearborn
Nathelle M. DeHaan
Dorothy E. Deethardt
Shirley A. Deethardt
Virgil P. Deethardt
Glenn DeGroot
Tate Profilet and Mary J. DeJong
Robert F. DeLay
Max M. and Marilyn R. DeLong
Richard L. Deming
Frank E. and Mildred T. Denholm
Bud and Pam DeReu
Gary L. and Donna R. Dettman
Merry Ann L. DeVaney Sauls
John P. Dickinson
Richard E. and Carol E. Dierks
Viola M. Dietz
Adela D. Dolney
Lorna Donelson
James M. and Maxine F. Dornbush
Lucille H. Dory
Loren L. and Marian Douglas
Gary J. Duffy
Jane K. and Barry H. Dunn
Joan L. Durand
Eldon J. Dvorak
Dana J. and LaDawn S. Dykhouse
Caroline J. Eberlein
Stephen and Lynn Eckrich
Dorothea B. Edgington

James O. Edwards, Jr. and  
Rita M. Edwards

John C. Edwards
Orville R. and Kathryn Edwards
Dorothy Egge
Marion F. and Roger W. Ehrich
Bob and Mary Lou Ehrke
Craig M. Eichstadt
Cindy J. Eilers
Dal E. and Carol A. Eisenbraun
Charles R. Elhoff Jr.
Bernett R. and Mary E. Elrod
Katherine J. Embry
Myron H. Engel
Lee E. and Betty Engen
Steve and Michelle Erpenbach
Myron D. and Laurie Erstad
Marny K. Eulberg
Layle M. and Dolores J. Evans
Maris R. Evans
Norman A. and Jean C. Evans
Rodney L. Evans
Michael L. and Michele M. Evink
John C. Fabie
Alan D. and  

Marlys E. Hauck-Fenner
James E. Fergen
Margie Fiedler
Marian L. Fillbrandt
Reva M. and Fred W. Finch

The members marked in italics have since passed.  We remember their legacy in making a difference at South Dakota State University.

SYLVAN CIRCLE SOCIETY
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Camilla L. Fineran
Jack W. and Judith A. Finger
Robert E. and Pat S. Fishback
Van D. and Barbara B. Fishback
Henry R. Fishburn
Ben and Rosemarie Foley
William J. and Kay A. Folkerts
Kurt and Lucia Forman
Harry L. and Charleen E. Forsyth
Marvin E. and Sharon L. Foss
Andrea L. Fouberg
Rodney W. and Glenna N. Fouberg
Grant K. and Helen Framstad
Daniel W. Francke
Ronald J. Frank
Ronald L. and Anita I. Frankenstein
Theresa B. Frederick

Paul D. French
Marlowe D. and Marliene J. Froke
Robert S. Fryer
Kathleen A. Funk
Ardyce and Dean D. Gackstetter
Tom R. and Marilyn G. Gannon
Eugene A. and  

Charlene M. Gardner
Thomas J. Garrity
William M. and Nina M. Garthune
Ned and Jenny Gavlick
Carl and Patti Geigle
Roger D. and Marcia Gerdes
John E. and Joan C. Getz
Paul F. and Delores K. Gilbert
Douglas L. and Judy Gjesdal
Shirley and Lyle Glascock
Ken and Marge Glendenning

Keith H. and Irene J. Goehring
Gene and JoAnn Goodale
Constance M. Goodwillie
Timothy P. Graf
Jacke Hall Green and  

Terry L. Green
Seth M. and Kimberley 

Greenwood
Rudolph G. and Edna A. Griffin
James H. and  

Catherine S. Grommersch
Kenneth I. and Molly C. Gross
Brad C. and Candace Grossenburg
Frederick W. Grothem
Louise Guild
Robert Bell and  

Julie Gullickson Bell
John C. Gustafson and  

Anna M. Atteberry-Gustafson

Marvin V. and Marian Gustafson
Joyce A. Haak and Paul Brooks
Kevin C. and Lorie L. Haarberg
Donald G. Haffner
Bruce G. Haggar
Preston and Patricia Haglin
Clifford R. Haider
Corinne K. Hajek
James G. and Mary Lou Hammer
James L. and Kay E. Hammond
Carl T. Hansen
Kurt L. and Dori Hansen
Patrick T. and Nancy S. Hansen
George P. and Gloria G. Hanson
Robert W. and Jane C. Hanson
Avis V. Hardie
Stuart J. Hardie
Roger D. and Jana L. Hargreaves
Dale D. and Mary L. Harpstead
Gladys L. Harrison
Donna R. Hartfiel
Thomas D. and  

Sheila Zukley Hartnett
Travys D. Harvey-King
Nancy Haselhorst
Phil Haskett and  

Janet M. Simonitsch
John D. Hauge
Richard D. Hauge
Jeanette Hauschild

Richard B. Hayter and  
Barbara Bonzer Hayter

Don E. and Helen N. Healy
Stanley Heath
Mark A. Heffernan
Daniel L. and Jessi M. Hegg
Carmen Hegge-Kleiser
Jean E. Heilman Grier and  

David A. Grier
Erwin C. and Helen A. Heimbuck
Roger A. Heller
Mylo A. and Lillian G. Hellickson
Laurilyn D. Helmers
Richard J. and Mary A. Helsper
James A. and Sandra L. Hembd
Brenda K. Standiford Hemmelman
Donald C. Henderson Jr.
Charles J. and Donna Hendricks
Cheryl J. Hendricks
Libby Henry
R. Keith Herbert
James R. Hersrud
John H. and Kay (Stubkjaer) Hesby
Bernard E. and Elaine Hietbrink
Edwin M. Hill
Loren G. Hill
Donald J. Hiltunen
Ann M. Hodgman
Nancy B. Hoffart
Willis M. and Ruth Hoffbeck

Geneva M. Hogue
Harold C. and Marilyn Hohbach
Don and Betty Holliday
Alyn R. Holt
Virginia Holtry
James H. and Janelle S. House
David D. and Mary J. Howard
Richard A. and Kathryn A. Howard
Thomas C. and Kathy Hruby
Gordon L. Huber
Luverne I. Huber
Kenneth D. and  

Bernetta M. Huchendorf
Ronald J. and Dorothy M. Huether
James P. and Mary G. Hughes
Robert J. Huntemer
Clair D. Husby
Jeffrey L. Ihnen
Nancy J. Isaacson
John H. and Janice R. Iverson
Christina M. Jackson
Gordon R. Jackson
Teresa L. Jackson
Coila M. and Jan Janecek
Kevin M. and Teri A. Jaspers
Terry H. and Sandra L. Jaspers
Eric J. and Michelle K. Jennings
Pamela Jennings
Reid P. and Misty J. Jensen
James I. and Barbara L. Jessen

Alan C. and Carole L. Johnson
Debra K. Johnson
James D. and Rochelle E. Johnson
James L. and Ardis R. Johnson
Martin M. Johnson
Richard D. and Bernice Johnson
Robert H. Johnson
Bruce R. and Susan J. Johnson
Wendy Lou Jones
Rollins E. and LeVuo Juhnke
Jeffrey D. and Carol J. Jung
Hillar Jurgens
Frank J. Kaberna
Dan M. and Amy M. Kainz
Larry W. and Jo M. Kallemeyn
Ralph E. Kane and  

Alice M. (Zantow) Kane
Mansour L. and Ruth Karim
David J. Keen
Thomas A. and Marie Kelly
Keith and Beverly J. Keltgen
Louise M. Kemen
Sara M. Kenefick Heffernan
Dennis J. Kennedy
Robert C. Kerl
Keith Kerruish
William B. and Marjorie A. Kessler
Dwayne I. and Carolyn C. Kettering
James A. Kimball
Sharon R. Kinden

Nancy F. Kingston
Donald A. Kinneberg
Clyde A. and Dee Kirkbride
Keith M. and Alexa J. Kleppin
Donald and Francisca Kluckman
Roger D. and Patricia M. Koch
Phyllis N. Kohnke
James K. and Bernice Kopperud
James R. and Rose M. Kor
Jane K. Kotewa
Peggy L. Kreber
Fredrick H. Krueger
David W. and Trish Kruger
Dorothy M. Krull
Jake J. and Phyllis E. Krull
Andrew M. and Janet J. Kubly
Mary Kuper
Aelred J. and Irene Kurtenbach
Frank J. and Jean Kurtenbach
Gayle E. Kvistad and  

Carolann Darling
Robert J. Lagas
Jack A. Landers
David L. and Shari L. Lane
Gordon A. Larsen
William H. Larsen
Bill and Rita Larson
Craig A. Larson
Geraldine K. and Roland A. Larson
Paul L. and Karen J. Larson
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Mildred Larson
Bruce Laughrey
Edward Law and Betty Sheeks Law
Sandra K. Leighton
Thomas A. Leisinger
Gary D. and Theresa H. Lemme
Venance H. and  

Deborah A. Lengkeek
Janice R. Leno Lloyd and  

Calvin C. Lloyd
Herman and Carol Lerdal
Gary A. and Karen Lesch
Norman J. Lewison
James C. and Joan G. Likness
David P. and Shirley Rapp Lingo
Frank M. Lingo
Charles K. Lingren
Floyd Linhart
Cherry D. Lippert
Robert E. Litke
Marc C. Littlecott
Donald C. and Cleo A. Lockwood
Byrl and Luella Logan
James W. and Mary Lohr
Jerome J. and Jolene M. Lohr
T. Deborah Long
Robert H. Lower
Marge Lunde
Ardelle A. Lundeen Roberts
Donald L. Lungren

Shirley M. Luther
Bruce C. and Gloria Lutz
Mary F. Lyle
Sue E. Mabee
William G. and Jean Macksam
Mary A. Magstadt
Charlotte A. Mahrt
Doug and Mary O. Malo
Kathy Manderscheid
Irwin G. Manley
Roy J. Mann Jr.
Robert J. and Maurene Manning
Harry R. and Connie J. Mansheim
Richard D. Manthei
Barry L. and Sharon J. Markl
Linda H. and David F. Marquardt
Dwane and Dawn Marsh
Jack C. and Ellie E. Marshman
Gene A. Marten
David C. Martin
James O. and Arlene H. Martin
Janet R. Martin
Norm D. Martin
Delpha L. and Roy N. Masson
Fred H. Matheny
Carol J. Mathews
Kurtis L. Mathias
Philip J. and Viola May
Mary Beth McAdaragh
Patrick S. and Gail R. McAllister

Shari M. McAllister
J. W. and Mary Mc Carty
William and Helen Mc Cone
Michelle L. McCarville
D. Douglas and  

Vernetta J. Muston McCraw
Brenda K. McDaniel
Greta McDaniel
Shayne McDougall
Keith A. McKay
Ann McKay Thompson
Charles R. and  

Marcia K. McMullen
Dorothy A. Mears
Arnold J. and Thelma Menning
Debra Merxbauer
Dennis A. and Barbara J. Messmer
Brian D. and Ruth A. Meyer
Darwin "Doc" W. Meyer
Colin W. Meyers
Burlyn E. and F. Mary Michel
Lou F. and Leona Michalek
Patricia C. Mickelson and  

Joseph J. Drach
James and Melody Mielke
John G. and Vicki Miles
Brock W. and  

Carol (Chalberg) Millan
Bob Miller and  

Peggy Gordon Miller
Warren G. and Phyllis Miller

Ritchie P. and Janice Mikesell
Stanley M. Mix
Vaughn K. Jensen and  

Susan L. Moe
Jack L. Mohror
Julie A. Montagne
Tim E. Montagne
Marc D. and Julie M. Mooney
James B. and Dorothy A. Morgan
Virginia Mouw
Fayola G. Muchow
Jeffrey P. Muchow
Barbara A. Murphy
Jo Ann Murray
Emmett B. Myhre
James G. and Susan K. Nachtigal
Jerry D. and Ann Nachtigal
David A. and Sela E. Nagelhout
Frank and Rita F. Narcisian
Bruce E. and  

Kim Hildebrand Nearhood
Gary Neemann and  

Joan Nystrom-Neeman
Carney C. Nelson
Jeffrey B. and Joan W. Nelson
Jeffrey L. and Trudiann Nelson
V. Ronald and Joyce I. Nelson
Kevin Nelson Jr.
Larry E. and Gail F. Nelson
Terry G. and Linda J. Nelson

Allan F. and Bonnie Nereim
Thomas E. and Ruth Neuberger
William A. and Angela Nibbelink
Tim and Laurie Nichols
Thomas M. and L. Joan Nielsen
Milton Nies
Judy K. Nissen
Susan A. Lahr and Gordon D. Niva
Arthur H. and Maxine Norby
Glenn Nordmark
Roberta L. Null-Carlson
Ruth A. Nylen
Linda K. Off
Neil O. Ohman
Melloie C. Oien
Ella L. Ollenburg
Tom R. and Michele Olsen
Elaine M. Olson
Gary G. and Joan Olson
Kendall K. Olson
Rachel S. Olson
David P. and Roberta K. Olson
Gordon W. and Jerilynn Ommen
Randall C. and Sharon K. Ostraat
Homer and Lillian Osvog
Donald E. Otterby
Steven C. and Kathy F. Otterby
Arlen D. Ottman
Harvey M. Owren
Ralph R. and Luella Palmer

Ed A. Parkhurst
Wilbur D. Parliament
Scott and Valerie (Lind) Parsley
Lyle D. and Beverly A. Paschke
Howard W. and Lou Ann Paulson
Roger D. and Karen Y. Pavlis
Karen E. Pearson
Kay Coffield Pearson
James O. and MariLyn R. Pedersen
Mary J. Perpich
Jerry O. and Cory Peters
John S. and Leona Peters
Marvin and Carolyn Petersen
Alford O. and Dolores J. Peterson
Carol J. Peterson
Evelyn D. Peterson
Lu Verne R. Peterson
Raymond L. Peterson
Seth A. Peterson
James E. and Sylvia K. Pickard
Patricia J. Pierce
Phillip E. and Darlene E. Plumart
Dennis J. Pohl
John and Patsy T. Popowski
John A. Priebe
Robin Prunty
Mary M. Pullman Dodge
Larrie R. and Beverly Quam
Harlan J. and Janice E. Quenzer
Patricia A. Quist

Leon and Mary L. Raney
Wendell L. Rea
Janet Wade-Reddick
Alan L. and Debra Redman
Charles N. and Shirley S. Reed
Thomas L. Luxton and  

Karen L. Reider-Luxton
George F. and Dadee Reilly
Shirley J. Reitz
Michael V. Relf
Carol L. Retzlaff-Moser

Elizabeth K. Rezek
George Rhea
David A. and Eleanor T. Richards
Harold C. Richter
Sophia M. Riddle
C. Scotty and Margaret Roberts
Kevin C. and Debra D. Roberts
Les and Wanda Roberts
Michael L. and Nancy A. Roberts
John R. and Kathryn M. Romans
Galen J. and Doris Rosenow
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Keith D. Rounds and  
Cathy Vander Wal Rounds

Janice I. Rowe
Paul H. and Ruth D. Royer
Maurcie D. and Vivian E. Ruch
Marian L. Rude
Richard and Janice Ruelle
Ronald A. Rust
Dennis W. Ryland
Michael G. and Carol A. Salter
Anna Marie Sandberg
Duane E. and Phyllis Sander
Cecil and Grace Sanderson
John R. and Lela F. Sandfort
Gary J. and Kellie A. Sandquist
Deanna Santema

Anita Sarkees Bahr
Daniel A. and Tamara Satterlee
Ellyn M. Satter
David E. and Laurie J. Schaefer
Rhoda Schaefer
Paul E. and Kay C. Schellpeper
Mary L. Schindler
William J. Schipke
David F. and Betty J. Schmid
Caryl J. Schmidt
Marcus J. and  

Katherine K. Schmidt
Gregory L. and  

Janet B. Schmieding
Rebecca S. Schmieding
Freya Schmus

John D. Schneider
Clark Schoening
Jeffrey E. Schumacher
Susan K. Schumacher
Thomas M. and  

Jacqueline R. Schumacher
Loren Schweigert
Valerie Lanette Perman Scott and 

Steven L. Scott
Gretchen K. and Craig W. Sealls
Norbert and Jane M. Sebade
Darin R. and Andrea J. Seeley
Allan M. and Mary L. Severson
Robert S. and  

Jacqualine N. Sexauer
D. Boyd and Clarice E. Shank
Eleanor L. Shanley
Ronald S. and Hazel J. Shave
James C. and Rose Ann M. Sheets
Paul J. Skamser Jr.
Leroy E. and Berniece J. Slupe
V. Dean and  

Dorothy "Dottie" D. Smeins
Orville B. and Charlotte L. Smidt
Howard B. and Kris M. Smith
Keo L. Smith
Norman D. and Jaye S. Smith
Richard A. Smith
V.J. Smith
Arthur and Joyce Sogn
Helen C. Soleglad

Lyle D. and Donna M. Solem
Ronald C. and Roberta R. Soren
Ronald L. and Mary C. Sorensen
Larry G. Sour
Donald T. and Alicia Sours
Andrew I. and Sandra S. Soye
Darlene J. Sparks
Jeffrey T. Spielman
Richard J. and  

Dakota R. Spielmann
Fred and Mary Stahmann
Harlan C. Stai
Christian L. and Nicolle Stallkamp
Orville A. Stangl
Don and Sandra Stark
James L. Stehley
Michael M. Steiger
Gary A. and Cindy Stenstrom
James R. Stephens
Andrea K. Stevens
Dale M. Stevens
John M. and Laurie Stiegelmeier
Larry Stine
Lawrence L. Stitt
Clayton L. and Mary E. Storley
Dewayne E. and Carol M. Storley
Reed N. Storley
Noel E. and Lois M. Stratmoen
Robert G. and Karen M. Streeter
Marilyn J. Stroh

George W. Strong
Karen D. Stuck
Timothy A. and Sarah B. Sullivan
Helen Sundstrom
Amy L. Sutton
Michael N. Sutton
Richard A. and Katherine Svanda
Dora M. Swanson
Marilyn A. Swanson
Douglas M. Goodale and  

Stacey Tait-Goodale
Harley F. Taylor
Gary A. and Emogene J. Thibodeau
Loyl R. and Helen S. Thomas
David A. and  

Marilyn M. Thompson
John E. and Dorothy L. Thompson
Wendell A. and  

Marlys A. Thompson
Robert L. and Shirley H. Thorson
Larry Tidemann and  

Gail Dobbs Tidemann
Roger E. and Arlys Tilberg
Robert K. and Diane C. Todd
Carol Tollefson
LaVerne and Nell E. Tollefson
Janice I. Topp
Dick A. and Kathy M. Trapp
Steve E. and Renee A. Trapp
Edward A. and  

Dorothy D. Travnicek

Janeen D. Trevillyan
Vernon L. Trimble
Dorothy L. Trumm
David Trump and  

Elaine Olness Trump
Joan S. Trygstad and  

Michael Carpenter
Alan O. Tuntland
Roger E. and Lissa I. Turbak
Curtis M. Twedt
Bill B. Tyler
Kim Tyler
Myron R. and Joan K. Van Buskirk
Clayton B. Van Den Berg
Gary C. and Sharon R. Van Riper
Ron E. Vanderheiden
Richard J. and Janice M. Vetter
Wayne J. and Donna R. Viitanen
Vernon P. and  

Cathrene M. Voelzke
Joseph P. Vogel
Cathy and Ken Vogele
Jayna M. Voss
Theodore G. Waale
Garry A. Waba
Stefanie D. Wacker
Faye Wade
William S. and Nancy Wadsworth
Curt M. Wagner
Richard C. and  

LaRayne F. Wahlstrom

David J. and Barbara Waldner
Mark T. and Kathryn A. Walker
Solveig A. Walstrom
Allen L. and Rebecca L. Walth
Wayne W. and Ruth M. Waltz
Raymond F. Walz
James J. Wassom
Marvin E. and Corinne N. Wastell
William A. Weaver
Keith C. Wein
L. Elaine Wendt
Robert and Mary I. Westergard
Rodney D. and Cecilia D. Wheeler
Carolyn M. Wheelock
Nancy E. Wickman
Robert R. and  

Roberta E. Wickmann
Zeno W. Wicks, III and  

Roxanne Savaryn-Wicks
Harold and Lois Widvey
William H. Wiederich
Bruce L. and Judy A. Wika
Sheridan E. Wikle
Robert A. and Barbara M. Wilkens
Vicky J. Wilkey
Calvin E. and Lynne Willemssen
Maxine V. Williams
Perry W. and Dora M. Williams
Warren E. and  

Dorothy G. Williamson

Myrna Hennrich Williamson
Sidney P. Williamson
Robert W. and Eveleen A. Wilson
Patricia A. Wilson
John R. and Mary F. Winkle
Verne J. and Bonita L. Winter
Paul and K. Gay Witherington
Virgil H. Wintrode
Richard F. and Kathleen M. Wojcik
Eldon W. Wollmann
Winston W. and Mary A. Wolpert
Arnold M. and Betty Wood
Walter W. and Yvonne Wosje
James V. and Penny L. Woster
Glenda F. Wurster
Anson and Ada May Yeager
Jeffery B. Young
Roger R. and Dorothy L. Young
Roger L. and Helen K. Zebarth
Stephen M. Zebarth
John Zilverberg
Paul R. and Audrey E. Zimmer
Stanley J. Zimmer
Thomas W. and Lynne Zimmer
Darrell L. Zimmerman
Jo Ann M. Zwanziger
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THE SDSU FOUNDATION GIFT PLANNING OFFICE

Marc Littlecott, CAP®

Director of Gift Planning
605-697-7475 ext. 1017
Marc.Littlecott@SDStateFoundation.org

•	 Estate Planning
	Ȥ Proper will, trust, and beneficiary 

language 
	Ȥ Zero-tax estate planning
	Ȥ “Give-it-Twice” estate planning

•	 Farm and Ranch Tax Mitigation
	Ȥ Tangible property
	Ȥ Land and buildings
	Ȥ Succession or sale

Ned Gavlick, CGPA
Gift Planning Officer
605-697-7475 ext. 1028
Ned.Gavlick@SDStateFoundation.org

•	 Life-Income Gifts
	Ȥ Charitable gift annuities
	Ȥ Charitable remainder trusts

•	 Real Estate Solutions
	Ȥ Life estates
	Ȥ Zero-tax sale
	Ȥ Increase income potential

Our Gift Planning team is your expert resource in:
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